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Celebration
of life:
Paul Barco

A spiritual
journey

Paul Barco
Rev. Louis M. Murphy
BY JON WILSON
Columnist

BY MICKI MORENCY
Guest Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – Recently, Reverend Louis M.
Murphy, senior pastor of
Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church,
embarked on an improbable journey of discovery to
Haiti.
Murphy was accompanied by Marlene Berthelot,
founder and executive director of Haitian Mission
Par La Foi (HMPLF)-an orphanage and school program that teaches Christian
values and provides much
needed education to orphans and poverty-stricken
children from the community that surrounds the
ramshackle structure that
currently houses the mission.
After the devastating
earthquake in January
2010, the Mt. Zion congregation helped HMPLF with
a donation that enabled
Berthelot to return to Haiti
and begin to sort through
the remnants of the home
she provided for the children and to build their current shelter.
Murphy expressed his
desire to help after the disaster, but times were hard
financially for his congregation. He postponed the vision God gave him to forge
an alliance between Mt.
Zion and HMPLF, but it was
never far from his heart.
See HAITI, page 5

Gwen Reese, Naomi Tutu and the POPS kids at the conference on Thurs., April 24.



BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
A packed room with
roughly 200 people came
out to hear the inspiring
words of acclaimed race
and
gender
activist
Naomi Tutu, daughter of
Nobel Peace Prize recipient Archbishop Desmond
Tutu. Her message was
one of peace and togetherness, but also determination.

Tutu’s nearly hour
long speech at the 6th Annual
Stand
Against
Racism Conference compared the time we live in
to a song stuck on a repetitive loop, playing the
same tune – the world
making the same mistakes.
“I believe that we are
called to sing a new song
today,” Tutu told the
crowd of mixed genders
and cultures. “In this
community, in this coun-

try, in this world, we have
heard over and over the
songs that divide.”
Tutu grew up in South
Africa during apartheid
and became a worldrenowned activist for all
human rights. Often living in the shadow of her
father’s
accomplishments, she embraced the
opportunities and the
challenges that being the
daughter of a famous
peacemaker brought and
has vowed to build a bet-

ter world.
She believes the time
has come for her, for the
oppressed lying low in
communities, in the
world, to raise their
voices and become champions for the dignity of all.
The evening’s event
was put on by the YWCA
Tampa Bay, a nonprofit
organization dedicated to
working to combat racism
through services that
See RACISM, pages 4

Coffee, wine & art
BY FRANK DROUAZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
For
artist
Jonathan
Madzinga, his entry into
the art world came with
an ultimatum when he
was only six years old.
As a boy in Bulawayo,
Zimbabwe, Africa, he was
always curious about the
art studio his father had
in the house. A man who
did many things to put
food on the table like buying and selling cars, buying and selling vegetables
and even painting houses,
Madzinga’s father turned

to painting pictures whenever he wanted to escape
from reality.
Son Jonathan was allowed into the art
studio but only when his
father was there too.
When Madzinga’s father
left the house, he always
took care to lock the
room up.
But did that stop the
inquisitive young boy
from continually checking the door, just to make
sure? Hardly. But it was
always locked. One day
when he turned the knob,
See ARTIST, page 10

ST. PETESBURG – The
community gathered to say
goodbye to long time 22nd
Street resident Paul Barco
Sat., April 26 at the Carter
G. Woodson African American Museum. Rev. Dr.
Wayne Thompson spoke to
a standing room only
crowd.
The community has
truly lost a treasure trove of
history and wisdom with
the passing of Mr. Barco on
April 8. He was 97.
Mr. Barco, whose parents came to St. Petersburg
in the very early 1900s, witnessed strict segregation
that made 22nd Street a
major community thoroughfare and integration
that changed the street and
its neighborhood.
He was among the last
surviving business people
who operated a store along
the Deuces in its heyday.
Mr. Barco’s first grocery
store was on Seventh Avenue S, but in the 1950s, he
opened one at 924 22nd St.
S. He and his family lived in
an apartment above the
store.
Mr. Barco was born in
1916, delivered by midwife
Carrie Zanders. As a
youngster, he lived with his
family in a country area
known as Moccasin Bottom, not far from today’s
Melrose
Elementary
School. He once told a reporter that as a boy, he
could hear axes ringing as
men cleared property for
new development.
“All of them wore high
boots to protect against diamondbacks,” he said.

Jonathan Madzinga is currently painting at
Creative Soul Studio, 2425 Central Ave., St. Pete.



See BARCO, page 2



                                                                        

Tony & Nello's
Southern Italian Cuisine & Grille
(formerly JOJO'S PIZZA)
has been serving Tierra Verde
and St. Pete Beach for more
than 30 years. We offer
authentic southern Italian food.
We specialize in wood-fired
brick oven pizza.

Dine In or
Carry Out!
Catering service is available.

1136 Pinellas Bayway S.
St Petersburg, FL 33715
www.tonyandnellos.com

    
   
Over 34 Years in Tampa Bay
Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring
Plumbing • Windows• Roofing
Soffit & Fascia Cabinets• Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation
Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County and Polk County

Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478
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Faith, Hope & Love Conference

1600 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. St. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33701
727-821-6897 • www.nhsfl.org

Why do I need a budget? Part II
Rev. Dr. Katurah
Jenkins-Hall
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The Rev. Regina Rosier
Brown is a St. Pete native
and certainly no stranger to
doing her part for the community. Her organization,
Out of the Ashes Women’s
Ministry, is sponsoring its
2014 Faith, Hope & Love
Conference May 3 at the
Staybridge Inn and Suites,
940 5th Ave. S., St. Petersburg.
“I’ve worked with women
from the Salvation Army,”
she said. “I have donated to
YWCA, women’s shelters. I
try to provide what women
and children and men need.
I speak to people and ask
them what they need and I
do what I can.”
At the conference,
Brown will be speaking
about hope while the
Rev. Isoke-Irish Mims will
be speaking about faith in
the middle of difficult circumstances. Mims is the
founder and pastor at
Women at the Well Ministry in Waldorf, Md., in the
Washington, D.C. metropolitan area.
In addition, the Rev. Dr.
Katurah Jenkins-Hall will
be holding what she
calls “Love Clinics,” which
are designed to strengthen

Rev. Isoke-Irish Mims

Rev. Regina R. Brown

people’s love for God, self
and others. For this event
she will identify:
—Four types of love
you need
—The love languages
you speak and understand
—What to do when love
hurts
—Healing meditations.
The love clinics are usually group activities, Brown
explained, and added that
Jenkins-Hall employs visuals and a very hands-on approach for her methods,
which Jenkins-Hall often
adjusts to suit her audience, whether it is men,
women, children or married couples.
For one such activity in
the past, Brown explained
that Jenkins-Hall gave
everyone a small bag and
asked people to make a list
of things that really bother
them. For every one of
those things, they were told
to put a pebble in the
bag and feel how heavy
it was.
Anything that they
didn’t want to carry,
they gave it to someone
else. The idea was that you
have your own baggage but
many times people make
others responsible for it. In
the event things got too
heavy, she asked for a volunteer who was willing to

help carry it. This was
to demonstrate making it
through tough times.
Born and raised in St.
Pete, Jenkins-Hall was the
first African-American female to receive her Ph.D. in
psychology from the University of South Florida in
1984.
In addition to the clinic
and speakers, there will be
entertainment featuring the
New Philadelphia Community Church choir and
mimes among other performers. The Rev. Jon
Matthews of New Philadelphia will act as master of
ceremonies.
Brown sums up her outlook simply: “Life is to be
lived,” she stated. “When
there’s an opportunity to
help someone who’s having
difficulty living it, help and
do what you can so we can
all enjoy life. Whatever gifts
you have, bring them to the
table. You can’t enrich the
lives of others unless
you’re willing to give of
yourself.”
For more info on the
Faith, Hope & Love Conference contact Regina Rosier
Brown at (727) 6926640 or regina49brown@ya
hoo.com.
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com

Celebrating the life of Paul Barco
From BARCO, page 1

During an interview
many years ago, Mr. Barco
recalled that in the early
20th century, segregation
had yet to take a brutal
hold on St. Petersburg. He
said his parents had been
able to sit on benches in
Williams Park downtown.
“My daddy said when
he came to this city, if you
had to go to a doctor, you
went on over to the doctor,”
Mr. Barco said. “He had
one waiting room there, he
waited on whoever was
there. But my dad said as
these persons came down
who had a great amount of
finance, and had been exposed to a great deal of literary training, then these
people felt they didn’t care
to sit in the same room with
black people.”

Early city directories
support the idea that the
new town of St. Petersburg
had yet to be segregated;
however, the seeds of what
would become AfricanAmerican neighborhoods
could be seen.
Mr. Barco saw 22nd
Street change when integration began replacing
Jim Crow ways in the
1960s. While he agreed
that the coming of Interstate 275 in the 1970s hurt
the neighborhood’s cohesion, he said that it was the
earlier integration that provided the most intense dynamic of change.
“It was like shooting
into a covey of birds,” he
said. “Everywhere people
could go, they were gone.”
Restricted for generations,

people suddenly saw new
opportunity and many left
black neighborhoods simply because they could, he
said.
It was an era when
many 22nd Street institutions, such as Mercy Hospital and the Manhattan
Casino, closed.
But Mr. Barco chose to
stay. He remained active in
the community until recently, attending a few
meetings of the African
American Heritage Association.
Until not long ago, he
was a familiar sight in the
morning. As the sun rose
and traffic began to pick up,
Mr. Barco could be seen in
front of his apartment,
sweeping the sidewalk.

Today’s column continues our series
of up-to-date tips and reports, which will
help a family prepare a reasonable, affordable financial plan with a goal of
achieving financial freedom.
In the last column, Why Do I Need a
Budget (Part One), we addressed the effectiveness of a budget as a first step in
starting to take control of you financial
situation. We discussed the first two of
four steps in preparing a budget: keeping
track of your daily spending and determining what your monthly income and
expenses are the month before they are
due. Today we will look at the other two
steps you need in developing your
budget: finding ways to decrease spending and finding ways to increase income.
Step 3: Find ways to decrease
spending – If your expenses are more
than your income or if you want to save
more money, you need to consider ways
to cut back on your spending. As you decrease your monthly spending, you will
increase the amount of money you have
left each month. This is also referred to
as “increasing your cash flow.”
Tips To Help You Decrease
Spending or Save More Money
• Carry only small amounts of cash in
your wallet so you will not spend it.
• Use direct deposit for your paycheck or federal benefits, such as Social
Security (see “Myths and Facts about Direct Deposit” in the next paragraph).
• Control your use of credit cards.
• Do not go shopping just for fun.
• Take your written savings goals
with you as a reminder.
• Buy only what you need – do not
buy things just because they are on sale.
• Use coupons to save money.
• Use a grocery-shopping list to prevent impulse buying.
• Take your lunch to work instead of
eating out.
• Shop around to get the best deal on
big-ticket items such as cars and appliances.
• Pay your bills on time to avoid late fees,
utilities being turned off, eviction, repossessions, and the costs of a bad credit rating.
Direct Deposit: Myth vs. Facts Using direct deposit for your paycheck and
state or federal benefits is safer and easier
than using paper checks. Below, the Federal
Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) addressed some common misconceptions
about direct deposit and provided the facts.
MYTH: Receiving paychecks or benefit
payments in the form of a paper check gives
you more control over your money because
you can deposit it at your bank or credit
union when it is convenient for you.
FACT: With direct deposit your money
goes into your account at the same time
each month, eliminating the risk of stolen
checks and forgeries and helping protect
you from identity theft.
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MYTH: Switching to direct deposit is
time-consuming and a hassle.
FACT: Enrolling in direct deposit is
usually fast and easy, whether you receive
a paycheck or a government benefit. You
can sign up through your employer or at
your local bank or credit union.
MYTH: People who do not have a bank
account should not consider direct deposit.
FACT: There are options available if
you have not yet signed up for an account.
There are banks and credit unions that
offer low- or no-cost accounts.
MYTH: If you use direct deposit, you
will not know when your money is in your
account.
FACT: You can be sure your money is
in your account by the time your bank
opens payment day. Paper checks can get
lost or stolen, but with direct deposit your
money is in your account on time, every
time.
MYTH: Direct deposit does not really
save time because the check still must be
mailed to the bank.
FACT: With direct deposit, your paycheck or federal benefit payment is electronically transferred to your bank
account. The payment process is completely paperless.
MYTH: Direct deposit is not a trustworthy way to receive federal benefits payments.
FACT: Direct deposit is completely reliable. You are 30 times more likely to have
a problem with your federal benefit check
than with your direct deposit payment.
MYTH: Direct deposit is expensive.
FACT: Most banks and credit unions
do not charge you to sign up for direct deposit. In fact, they may waive your
monthly checking account fee if you have
direct deposit.
Step 4: Find ways to increase income – In addition to increasing your income by cutting expenses, there are a
number of tax credits that may help to increase your income. These include:
Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC); Child
Tax Credit (CTC); Education credits; and
tax credits for retirement savings contributions. Although the tax-filing season has
just ended, it is always important to learn
about these tax credits and to find out if
you are eligible for any of them.
We will discuss budgeting considerations in the next column.
NHS is a 501(c) 3 non-profit HUD-certified housing counseling organization. All
services are provided free of charge. Partners
include the U. S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development (HUD), HomeFree
USA, Florida Housing Finance Corporation,
Florida Hardest-Hit Fund, Pinellas County
Community Development and the City of St.
Petersburg. The source for this article was the
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation’s
Money Smart program.
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By Jon Wilson

Campbell Park throughout the years

    


  
   

    

 


  
 

     
   
     
     
       





   

    
 



    
  





     

    




      
 

   




     
    
   
    

    



    


   
    
   






 
 
    
 

 
       
     
    






     

   

    





   


Lutheran Services Florida, Inc. Head Start/Early Head Start
Lutheran Services Florida
2210 Tall Pines Drive, Suite 220
Largo, Florida 33771

Request for Bid
HEAD START/EARLY HEAD START
Scope of Work: This request for bid is to solicit individuals/groups that operate high, quality licensed
child care programs to potentially open and run a full day/school year Head Start/Early Head Start program
that follows Federal, State, and County standards. The Head Start and Early Head Start program is
a comprehensive program that provides child development and educational services, incorporating the
curriculum and assessment tools which are used throughout the classroom and promotes socialization
activities in accordance with the Head Start Act. The Agency is required to hold a Child Care license with
the Pinellas County License Board, participation in the USDA Child Care Food Program, and Quality
Rating Improvement System.
Request for: Head Start and Early Head Start Child Care Partners in Pinenllas County
Document Cost: $0
Bid Bond: No

Contact:

Bid Open Date: will be held on the Friday, May 16, 2014 at 1 pm.
Location:
Lutheran Services Florida Serving Pinellas County
2210 Tall Pines Drive, Suite 220
Largo, Florida 33771
Due Date/Time:
Monday, May 12, 2014/ 5:00 pm

Lynn Stone
Contracts Manager
Lutheran Services Florida Inc.
2210 Tall Pines Drive, Suite 220
Largo, Florida 33771
Phone Number: 727-547-5902

BE SURE
TO CHECK
OUT OUR
WEBSITE!
TheWeeklyChallenger.com
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Standing against racism: Naomi Tutu
From RACISM , page 1

benefit women, children
and the homeless.
The always full of vigor
Lenice Emanuel, president
and CEO of YWCA Tampa
Bay, emceed the event and
couldn’t say enough about
her organization.
“We believe more than
ever that our mission is critical to the safety and future
success of our community,”
said Emanuel who is proud
to serve the women, children, and families of all ethnicities and backgrounds in
the Tampa Bay area.
“Tonight we are having an
opportunity to take a step
forward in our efforts to
eliminate racism by opening our hearts and our
minds to greater understanding.”
Tutu spoke of the
power of women all across
the globe taking a stand
and changing policy.
“We as women are tired
of burying our children,”
she expressed emphasizing
the need for nonviolence,
but also a need for women
to take a stand and protest.
“We are tired of worrying
when our children walk out
the door in the morning
whether they will come
back at night.”
She encourages society
to embrace the differences
in one another and no
longer try to ignore them.
She argued personalities,
skin color and cultural history are the very things
that offer the gifts needed
to be a strong community.
And that by overlooking
color and attempting con-

formity, the issues between
the races will never be
overcome.
“I don’t want my differences to be ignored,” said
Tutu commenting on how
others believe they are
showing their racial with-itness by informing her that
they don’t view her as
black. “I know I’m black – I
have two, three, four mirrors in my house and each
time I look at them there’s
a black woman staring back
at me,” she joked.
Tutu embraces her heritage and is proud of her
background. But she feels
that society in its haste to
rectify past wrongs when it
comes to racism is veering
off full speed in the opposite direction and ignoring
race altogether. A tide that
makes her weary and wanting to speak up.
“I don’t want to not be a
black woman; I want to be
seen and recognized for
who I am,” she said as she
empowered the audience to
believe in her mission, to
spread the word that differences should not be cause
fear or hatred. “I don’t want
a world in which we try and
pretend that we are all the
same. We have never been
all the same.”
Tutu recounted personal stories she experienced in her own life that
have shaped her and educated her on the enormity
of the racial divide in not
only the United States, but
the world. She admits to
being angry when she experiences all forms of

Mayor Rick Kriseman
racism from blatant disregards, to cultural differences, to subtle nuisances
in social conversations and
interactions.
“Don’t take me wrong, I
dream of a world where we
respect one another’s humanity, but I also know that
I too live in this world, this
society, and sometimes that
old ugly song rears itself in
me,” she explained, “and I
look with anger, I look with
fear, and I look sometimes
with almost hatred when I
see what is done to our
communities.”
As an activist, Tutu has
seen hatred in many forms
and guises from politicians
using code words for
racism, to those who look
down on welfare moms,
criminals or those that are
chronically unemployed.
Tutu hopes that her message of halting oppression
will ring true and the promise to take a stand against
racism will become an
everyday mission for all
races in the community, not
an event or conference one
simply attends a few times
a year.
“It’s about in our daily
lives when we see injustice,
however small it might

seem, that we stand and
say I saw that and I am
going to speak out on that,”
Tutu said. “If we are going
to stand against racism, we
have to call it out and not
pretend that we didn’t notice.”
She believes that in
order for our country to
survive, respecting humanity has to be the new foundation that is laid, the new
song that is sung. The rich
heritage of all nationalities
is indeed in need of honoring.
“People put their lives
on the line so that tonight
we can sit in this room in a
multiracial group,” she
said.
After Tutu’s speech, she
stuck around for a few
questions from those in attendance.
Maria Jose Hays, a
mother of two, has grown

up here in Pinellas County.
A first generation Mexican
American, she said she’s
encountered racism all her
life, but recently was involved in a situation where
she felt overlooked and attributed it to racism.
Hays wanted to know
how to handle these types
of situations where she believed racism was occurring, but where she wasn’t
sure others understood
what message they were
sending with their words or
actions. Should she keep
her poise, or scream it out?
“That is part of our daily
experience,” said Tutu who
feels being labeled is a
small price to pay for flushing out inappropriate or
racist remarks. “I’m tired of
being quiet about it,” continued Tutu who thinks
that the labels are often
used to silence those wish-

ing to break free of oppression.
“When I go into a situation where I know I’m
going to get loud because
I’m going to get angry, I
walk in with: ‘Hi, I’m
Naomi,
angry
black
woman, Tutu. Let’s start
the conversation.”
Mayor Rick Kriseman
was in attendance and presented Tutu with a key to
the city.
This year’s sponsors for
the 6th Annual Stand
Against Racism Conference
Community Action Stops
Abuse (CASA) to the
Greater Mt. Zion AME
Church and All Children’s
Hospital, who offered up
their Education & Conference Center located at 701
4th St. S., St. Petersburg.
To reach Holly Kestenis,
email hkestenis@theweeklychallenger.com
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Helping the children of Haiti
From HAITI, page 1

“The first time we talked
about her mission, I was so
moved by Ms. Berthelot’s
passion,” Murphy reflected.
“She sold most of her possessions to build the mission to care for needy
children.”
Her passion fueled his
commitment to move Mt.
Zion’s missionary work beyond their local community.
He couldn’t stop thinking
about God’s needy children
in the tiny Caribbean country of Haiti.
In 2000, Murphy got a
glimpse of the country
when his Royal Caribbean
cruise ship stopped for a
day in Labadee, Haiti. What
he saw piqued his curiosity.
He wanted to see what
was behind the high walls
guarded by armed men.
Somehow, he sensed that
beyond the beautiful white
sandy beach and the
turquoise water, lived a people in need.
Fourteen years later,
Murphy came face to face
with the realities beyond
that wall. He experienced
many emotions that week
that left him physically battered, emotionally drained
but spiritually charged.
When he met the children of the orphanage, they
filled him with hope and joy
with their innocence and
positive outlook of a future
that seems so bleak. They
live with no running water
or electricity in a structure
fashioned with scraps of
materials salvaged from the
collapsed home they once
occupied before the earth-

quake.
Currently the structure
protects them from the baking sun, but not always
from torrential rains and
pests. They sleep on mats
on the floor in small rooms
partitioned with tin sheets.
The space converts to classrooms during the day.
Murphy spent three
nights at a local motel close
to the orphanage. The rusty
and leaky pipe in the small
room made him question
the status of his tetanus
booster and his sanity. He
came back sick with an
upper respiratory infection
and an unhappy tummy, but
he also returned with a
sense of urgency to help
these children of God.
The needs of these orphans are great. Medical
care is non-existent, food is
scarce, shoes and clothing
are needed, but the pastor
observed how the children
valued a piece of chalk that
they could barely hold to
write.
His vision is to build a
school where these children will have a clean and
safe environment to learn, a
school with desks and
school supplies, a school
with a roof that protects
them from the elements.
Murphy related the
story of how Berthelot
wanted him to carry the
candies she brings on every
trip for the kids because her
luggage was already over
the allowed limit. He was reluctant to do it. He had already packed his suitcase,
but in the end he took the

bags.
The
children
swarmed like bees towards
the candies when they were
passing them out. Their
cries of delight for that one
piece of sweet that will last
but a minute warmed his
heart.
“I have a soft spot for
children,” Pastor Murphy
said, a smile playing on his
face. “I’m so glad I took the
candies.”
Murphy felt the strong
presence of God in the
midst of the poor people in
the community who welcomed him. Taking part in
a revival, the pastor was in
awe by the depth of the people’s faith in the face of daily
calamities. He would like
one day to take the youth of
Mt. Zion to meet these children, who have so much to
teach in their simplicity,
their appreciation, their
strength, their thirst for education and their faith.
Pastor Murphy needs
the help of the community—churches,
businesses, individuals to help
him and Mt. Zion build a
school and dormitory for
the children of HMPLF.
This endeavor will require
“the village” to raise these
children.
“I see a great people. I
see God restoring and healing the land,” said Murphy.
Complacency and looking the other way will not
bring this project to
fruition. Educating children
of any country is the greatest and most lasting gift one
can give.
In hopes to return to

HMPLF in the future, Murphy would like to bring individuals from the church
and the community. He
wants them to experience
what he did first hand and
be moved to action.
Assistance is needed in
the areas of fundraising,

marketing and volunteering. Donations can be made
payable to Haitian Mission
Par La Foi-building funds
through Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist
Church, 955 20th St. S. St.
Petersburg, FL 33712.
Please call Mt. Zion at

727-894-4311 or Marlene
Berthelot at 727-543-0867
for more information about
how you can help.
To reach Micki Morency,
please
email
mickimorency3@hotmail.com or
log on to www.mickimorency.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Blast from the past
Do you recognize the person in this photograph? If so, please give us a call at 727896-2922. Congratulations to Willie Foster and Keith Delaney for being the first two to recognize last week’s Blast from the Past, Mr. Fred Burney and Mrs. Olive B. McClin.

In memoriam

Kivy Leon Pridgen, M.D.
Oct. 21, 1950 - April 28, 1984
Thirty years ago you left us. We will forever cherish
your memory. We know we will see you again in
heaven. Until then … love wife, Irene and family.

TWO FINANCIAL WORKSHOPS

sponsored by the NAACP St. Pete Branch
When: May 10, 2014 • Time: 10-Noon & 1-3 p.m.
Where: 1501 16th St. S., St. Petersburg

The Wells Fargo Financial Workshop will be presented by
Machelle Maner, vice president and senior community development officer. It will focus on helping the youth get a better understanding of how to handle financial matters. 10-Noon.
The New York Life’s Child ID Program will be presented by agent,
Loretha Cleveland. The ID Program will show parents and
guardians how to protect their children. 1-3 p.m.
Workshops are free and the community is invited. If you have
questions please call the NAACP Office 727-898-3310.

CUSTOMIZED ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS




OFFICE:
727-865-1591
FAX:
727-866-1728
WWW.WRXB.US

STREAMING LIVE GLOBALLY!
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Hires Hairstyling promotes healthy hair
BY JOYCE N. JOHNSON
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Black women have been
trendsetters of creative
hairstyles for years. From
the invention of the hair
straightening comb to the
conscious statement of
the Afro in the 1960s and
70s, to chemical perms, to
the slick pompadours and
intricate African hair
braiding, black women
have been innovators.
However, to obtain
those styles many of us
have sacrificed the idea of
healthy hair. James Hires,
stylist and proprietor of
Hires Hairstyling salon,
specializes in improving
the condition of damaged
hair and providing treatments that he feels promotes healthy hair and
growth.
“Chemicals cause hair
to break,” Hires stated.
“The hairline is the weakest part of the hair. Braiding too tight can damage
the hair follicles.”
He explained that
there are also medical reasons that can inhibit the
natural growth such as
blood pressure, stress and
an improper diet.
“Eat more vegetable if
you want healthy hair,”
Hires explained. “Try
feasting more on whole
grains, root vegetables,
green, red, and yellow
vegetables,
chicken,
turkey and fish, broiled or
baked—not fried.”
Hires also said there
are still urban myths that
exist in the black community regarding our lack of
obtaining healthy hair.
“Some people say only a
man [stylist] can get your
hair to grow, he said
laughingly. “Or only cut
your hair on the full
moon.”
Hires is originally from
Hastings, Fla., and completed Jackson Barber
College in 1971. His interest in hair was born from
a nightly ritual with his
grandmother.
“My
grandmother
used to pay me a dime to
scratch her head with a

small metal comb at
night,” he remembered.
“She always said that I had
the right touch in my
hands.”
When he was in the
eighth grade, Hires would
wash his mother’s wigs,
roll them up on sponge
rollers and hang them on
the clothesline until they
dried. He then moved on
to his schoolmates’ hair.
“I was in middle and
high school when I cut
some fellows hair using a
comb with a razor blade. I
would simply lay the blade
on the comb and comb
through the hair until I
achieved the desired
length. Then I would use
the blade to edge up their
head,” he related.
In 1973, Hires arrived
in St. Petersburg with only
$50 in his pocket and a
dream of success in his
heart. He began his craft
at local shops until one
day a local hairstylist,
William “Frogue” Bennett, requested he come
to visit him at his shop.
“When I arrived at his
shop he was busy so I had
a seat and after he finished I introduced myself
and what happened next
was amazing,” stated
Hires. “After a short introduction he offered me a
job working in his upscale
unisex hair salon. I was
thrilled but I didn’t want to
act too excited. I immediately accepted. He was so
good at styling hair until I
thought he was a hair engineer and designer all
rolled into one.”
Hires also credits the
founder of The Weekly
Challenger, the late Cleveland Johnson, who he said
was a special friend to
him. “He once told me,
‘We must remember to
reach back and help
someone in our life. No individual, civilization or nation ever made it without a
push or helping hand.’”
Hires is now a mentor
in the 5000 Role Model
program and has written
two books entitled “Maximize Your Potential,” a
motivational book and
“Love After All,” a steamy
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romance novel.
He feels that his greatest honor is serving others. “When it comes to the
hair profession, something important has been
lost such as punctuality,
integrity and honesty. I
believe in high quality
service, and everybody
who sits in my chair is my
boss.”
For the past 33 years
Hires has been happily
married to his high school
sweetheart Dr. Barbara
Hires, assistant superintendent of Pinellas County

School Region 5. “Words
cannot begin to express my
gratitude for my wonderful
life, he concluded. “I am living my dreams. Every day
I pinch myself and tell myself, I’m the most blessed
man on earth.”
If you’re in the market
for a hairstylist who promotes healthy hair, check
out Hires Hairstyling at
3427 11th Ave. N., St. Petersburg, or give him a
call at 727-642-7475. Hours
of operation are 6 a.m. - 6
p.m. Tues.-Fri.
See ad below.

 



    
   

       
     

 

      
       
    
      
       
        
        
      
 
    


BUSINESS DIRECTORY



Hires Hairstyling



3427 11th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33713
Open Tuesday – Friday
6 AM until 6 PM
Losing Hair- Scalp treatments can help
Wigs need shampoo – cut to fit your face



Call (727) 642-7475

   



  

SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com

  
    

  

  
 
 







Shear Essence Hair Salon
727-328-7189

FREE TRIM
WITH ANY SERVICE
(Offer expires June 20, 2014)

Angelia’s Hair Safari/Alterations
727-403-8111
406 11th Ave. N., St. Petersburg
Take Advantage Of
 




25% OFF

727-244-2940

20% OFF

Any Hair Weave or Hair
Replacement Service

ANY NATURAL
HAIR SERVICE

Through July 1, 2014

(Offer expires May 6, 2014)
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
Madzinga in St. Pete until next week
From ARTIST , page 1

he realized his father had
forgotten to secure the studio. He excitedly pushed
open the door and took his
first real steps into the
world of art.
“No one was watching
me so I went in, closed the
door and I tried to finish his
unattended
painting,”
Madzinga said with his laid
back, lilting accent. “And I
don’t know what I’m doing,
so the next thing I know the
painting, which was almost
finished, looked like an abstract painting!”
All out of canvas
space but determined to
make the most of this rare
chance, Madzinga looked
up and found what must
have seemed to a small boy
a whole universe of empty
space to color.
“I thought, let me jump
on the wall! And let me take
the big brushes this
time, so I can understand
how paint works,” he said,
laughing.
So he began gleefully
squeezing paint onto the
palette and dipping in the
brushes and applying generous strokes to the unadorned walls, in a hurry to
slather as much of his art as
he could.
“By the time my father
had come back,” Madzinga
explained, “I had painted
the whole studio, wherever
I could reach. That got me
in big trouble!”
One good turn deserves
another, his father must
have thought because just
as his son was determined
to leave his mark on the studio walls, the unamused
parent was determined to
leave a mark of his own on
the budding artist’s backside.
“Luckily enough, someone arrived just before I got
the belt,” Madzinga recalled. “So he sent me to
the bedroom instead. I
could hear them talking in
the next room, and when
they finished talking, this
man said to my father, ‘Why
don’t you give Jonathan an
offer he can’t refuse?’”

The offer was simple: if
Jonathan didn’t learn to
paint or draw by the time of
the next family reunion,
everyone would take a turn
giving him the belt.
“My father used to
host big parties for his family and his workers,”
Madzinga remembered,
“because in Africa everyone
is your father and mother,
so people who were not
even related to me were
going to smack me. That
was my introduction to the
art world!”
But Madzinga needed
no further nudging, as he
was already hooked. As a
child he was exposed to the
works of local artists, and
every day after school he
would go to the nearby
gallery and spend hours
drawing and painting,
mostly with acrylics and
oils.
By the time he finished
high school, he attended a
local art institute but left before finishing when he secured an artist-in-residence
position at another gallery,
where he got to spend time
with many members of the
art community.
From there he made the
move to South Africa and
ultimately a bigger move to
Gold Coast, Australia,
where he now resides. He
attended the Gold Coast
Art School and gives much
credit to it for providing the
ways and means for him to
do what he loves.
His paintings typically
portray everyday scenes
like men fishing, women
gossiping and children playing while some feature wellknown locations such as
Times
Square
and
even St. Pete’s Central Avenue. The pieces are visually
striking
with
bold, vibrant brush strokes
that are full of character,
color and life.
“I’ve named my style of
art Madzinga Art because
this is me,” he said confidently. “I have my mentors,
like Monet, Picasso, Van
Gogh, Da Vinci, and I’ve

fused what they’ve taught
us into one.”
With the goal of expanding his market, he turned
his artistic eye across the
Pacific to America, and arrived in Arizona.
“I worked hard in Australia and I had an opportunity to get here,” the 29
year old explained, “but
things didn’t work out as I
had planned in Arizona.
When I first arrived I made
a lot of phone calls to galleries, over 250 calls a day,
and I’d leave my name,
number and website to anyone who sounded interested.”
Two of those people
were Rick Hamilton and
Amy Pate, the husband and
wife owners of Creative
Soul Studio, an art
gallery, coffee and wine
bar at 2425 Central Ave.
They were so impressed by
Madzinga’s
stunningly
unique style that they invited him to come to St.
Pete.
His works hold many
spots on the walls at the
gallery, where Madzinga
paints daily. Typically, it
takes him two to four working days to begin and complete a painting, depending
on its size. Using various
brush strokes, he strives to
give his work an energy
and illusion of motion with
what he calls the “language” of the brush.
“I try to make the painting flow,” he said. “When
you look at my paintings,
there’s movement. It looks
like it’s done in five minutes, but it’s years of experience.”
But he concedes that he
still has much to absorb.
“I’m still learning, I’m
still going through what
every other artist goes
through to learn every single day. Portraits are very,
very tough. By the time I’m
in my 60s I’ll be a
master, right now I’m still
in grade five in portraiture,”
he quipped.
No matter what his subjects are, the process itself

is a journey of sorts to
Madzinga. He admits that
he feels like he is transported when creating a
world on the canvas.
“It’s not like I hate reality but this takes me to my
own planet,” he said. “If I
can use the word ‘evolution,’ I evolve to a different
consciousness and there
I get to see things which
very few people can see. So
I get to translate them onto
the canvas so the viewer—
the beholder—will get to
experience that moment
when I have finished.”
Though he will go back
home to Australia May 8,
he looks forward to making
a return trip to St. Pete in
the fall.
“This has been an extraordinary time in my life,”
he mused about his time in
Florida. “I’ve really enjoyed
myself in St. Pete and I’ve
made so many connections.
Thank you so much to Creative Soul. It’s been an
amazing experience.”
He encourages other
artists to follow suit and get
out there in the world to
make themselves and their
art known.
“Don’t just think about
your area, but the whole
planet,” Madzinga stressed.
“If you think, one day I want
to have my paintings in
every singly continent of
this planet, or music in
every corner of this planet,
or sculpture—whatever you
do so long as you do it with
your heart and focus on
chasing your dream—you
will be able to achieve it.”
Before Madzinga makes
his way back to Australia
next week, stop by Creative
Soul Studio located at 2425
Central Ave., St. Pete., have
a cup of coffee or a glass of
wine and chat with this
amazing artist.
If you miss him this go
around,
log
on
to
http://madzinga.com.au/
to view his art or contact
him directly.
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com

NO COST MEDICAID &
MEDICARE REVIEWS
727-327-9881 • 3535 Central Ave.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

H EALTH & WELLNESS
• Prevention • Awareness • Education •
•Testing • Counseling • Referrals •
HELP - US - HELP - U • Access
Food Stamp Application/SNAP
Medicaid Application - Recertification

727.403.3366
www.helpushelpuinc.org
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
Charles Axt: Still in the game
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
As far back as grade
school, Charles Axt was
called upon to utilize his
natural talent for art. His
teachers would have him
sketch pictures on the
chalkboard of American
historical figures such as
George Washington. He
continued to develop his
talent at DeWitt Clinton
High in the Bronx, N.Y.,
where a teacher encouraged him to pursue his art
at Alfred University.
“So I wound up at Alfred
in the ceramic program,”
Axt recalled. “In those days
it was called the college of
ceramics,
where
you
learned the trade—mold
making, pottery, how to
make glazes and all of
that. And there was also the
design program so I got
into that, and that’s when I
really got into design and
painting and sculpture.”
After graduating with a
Bachelor of Fine Arts in Ceramic Design in 1957, this
Harlem native secured a
substitute-teaching
job.
The temporary nature of
the position suited him because he knew he’d soon
have to do his two-year
hitch for Uncle Sam.
“In those days you got
drafted into the army,” the
78 year old explained, “so I
got a job teaching ceramics
in New York. I worked a
year then went into the
army.”
When he wasn’t aiming
a rifle at a target, he was
stroking a canvas with a
paintbrush.
“In two years I was in
Oklahoma and did some
watercolors, just to keep
my hand in it,” he remembered.
Once out of the service
and back east in New York,
Axt found a job teaching ceramics at P.S. 55. It was
around this time that he became a part of an art
groups in the Village in
New York, and turned his
interest to his paintings,
which began to appear in
galleries. After a shakeup in
the school system, where
junior high officially became middle school, Axt
found himself out of a job.
“I was teaching ninth
grade and you had to go to
a high school to teach ninth
grade,” he explained, “so in
the middle of all that, I was
displaced.”
In 1965, a solution presented itself in the form of
a phone call from a distant
locale. A friend of Axt’s who

lived in St. Thomas in the
Caribbean informed him
that they needed teachers
down there, and would he
consider relocating to the
sunny, subtropical island?
“I had a house in Mt.
Vernon, sold it, picked up
from New York and moved
there,” he said.
Axt started a ceramic
program at the high school
down there where he also
learned the mahogany
trade. He explained that he
did “a whole lot of carving”
of the semi-precious wood.
When the school wanted
him to become an administrator he returned to the
States to get his master’s,
but wound up staying in
Newark, N.J. for another
eight years. It turned out to
be a productive time for the
artist due to the many connections he made in the art
world.
“I met a lot of people
like Romare Bearden,” Axt
said. “His paintings were
going for about $40,000.”
Bearden, a hugely influential African-American artist,
worked with several techniques including cut-andpaste art, oils and even
cartoons.
It was during this time
that Axt was able to exhibit
more of his work such as
ceramics and wood at
such locations as the Trenton State Museum and the
Koltnow Gallery in New
York. Yet even with these
exhibits, it was tough to
break into the mainstream
for African Americans.
“We were having a hard
time as black artists getting
into different shows, but we
had a black gallery called
the Cinque Gallery,” Axt
said. “It was famous and
run by New York State to
help young black artists.”
His
works
gained
enough attention to even
garner him a listing in a
1970’s directory of who’s
who of African-American
artists, which Axt admitted
was pretty big at the time.
He stayed and taught at
Montgomery Street School
in Newark, a special education school, when paradise
beckoned once again and
Axt received another call
from St. Thomas. They
wanted him back, so back
he went in 1978, where he
stayed and did more carvings and paintings. Many of
his sculptures have a heavy
African and Caribbean influence. In 1984, he moved
to St. Pete and once taught
at Gibbs High School for a
few years.
But molding and sculpt-






ing eventually took its toll
as Axt developed carpal
tunnel syndrome. Doctors
wanted to operate, but Axt
refused. And he was hardly
the type to merely sit
around doing nothing
about it.
“I couldn’t work with
clay so I went back into
painting,” he said. “I
painted all these pictures, a
total of almost 20 paintings.
Two dimension and three
dimension are two different
things. Sometimes physically I can’t do what I used
to do because I’m getting
kind of old. I’ve been in this
game a long time!”
If nothing else, an artist
has to look after his hands,
and Axt did just that—but
on his own terms.
“I went to therapy and
went to yoga and I got my
hands back,” he stated.
“I’m not saying I’m not
going to go back into
clay, I’m just playing it by
ear.”
As if his impressive arsenal of work isn’t enough,
these days he is trying his
hand at yet another
medium: collages.
“You might say the
word was ‘capricious,’” he
said, explaining his mindset to go down another
artistic path. “This is just
experimenting.”
He is currently at work
on a series of collage portraits, many depicting faces
with some sort of mask.
Axt admitted that the work
of Bearden, who also did
collages, is an influence.
Other favorite artists he
lists are Pablo Picasso, Paul
Cezanne and the renowned
British sculptor Henry
Moore.
Though proficient in
working with ceramics and
paint, Axt explains that
painting offers the artist
more control whereas ceramics involve not only skill
but a little luck and sometimes supplication to a
higher power.
“I like the idea that you
have a final say when
you’re painting a painting,”
he said. “You can manipulate it. If you’re not sure of
your end, you can go back
and change it then you’ll
have it the way you really
want it,” he said.
He explained that ceramics are a different story.
An artist goes through the
arduous process of sculpturing it without breaking
it, firing it without breaking
it, glazing it without breaking it and someone’s work
who’s sitting next to theirs
in the oven could blow up

“A Personal Touch
from Caring Professionals”

  


 












 
 










 



If you would like to view some of Axt’s art, call Gallerie909 at 727-565-3930.

from the heat and ruin the
lot of them.
“A lot of times you’re
not in charge. It’s the fire
gods, as they say. So when
you’re firing ceramics
you’re praying all the time!”
he laughed.

His advice for young
artists starting out is to be
mindful of the business end
of the art world.
“The main thing with
art is you have to have
someone who is going to
push the money side of

things if you want to sell
your work. A lot of artists
don’t want to sell their work
because they do it for their
own pleasure. I do it for my
own pleasure but I don’t
mind selling them,” Axt
laughingly remarked.
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 







Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

     








  

  

 




  

   





 


 
   




 





Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays





Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ
Pastor Ricardo Welch
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South, Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670



 




 



BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.




Victory Christian Center Church

  

    

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.











Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry

 
  

3530 1st Avenue North, Ste. 217
St. Petersburg, Florida 33713



 


 
     
  
  





The Crossing Point
Christian Cultural Empowerment
Community Center
“JESUS, the same yesterday, today and forever.” Hebrews 13:8

900 22nd St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-821-0304
Edgar & Sarah Edwards,
Email:
thechurch@thecrossingpoint.net
Overseers
www.thecrossingpoint.net
Worship, Sundays, 11 a.m.
Community Prayer & Bible Study, Tuesdays, 12 noon
Mid-week Bible Study, Wednesdays, 7 p.m.
Single Grown Folks Bible Study & Fellowship,
Saturdays, 7 p.m.

“We are a Movement with a Message. The results are that we build people; not programs.”


 

 
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.




  





  
 
  



  





Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.




 


Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

 
  

 

 
  



 





  
 

 


 






 

1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

11:30 a.m.






  



 
 

(727) 564-1389
Pastor Shurrea Daniels

Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/

  


 

  
 
 

Pastors Dexter and
Wanda McCree

 

 
 
  


ATTENTION! You MUST Read This!
    
Do you have any questions concerning health, money, love?
Call Mrs. Rogers, the one who knows all the answers.

Call Today … Tomorrow May Be Too Late! GOD BLESS YOU 229-769-5399

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, MAY 1, 2014

13

CHURCH DIRECTORY

 

 



   

 
 
  
 
 
  



   
    
   
  


THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida





Presiding Bishop
Warren Hawkins

 

CHURCH MOTTO: ALL IN ONE AND ONE IN ALL; WHEN
WE GET OUT OF ONE WE’RE OUT OF ALL. NO ONE IS
LEFT BEHIND; WE NEED TO KNOW WHO JESUS IS!
Addresses
• 1st and 3rd Sabbath at 3931 Central Ave. St. Petersburg , Fl
• 2nd, 4th and 5th Sabbath and Wed. nights at
3900 Dr. Martin Luther King St. South Petersburg , Fl
Service times and Contact information
• 10:30 am -12:00 noon Sabbath School
• 12:00 noon -1:30 pm Worship service
• 7:30 pm Bible Study on Wed. Nights
• 727-290-8115 after 5 pm (Bishop Hawkins)
• 727 614 6994 after 2 pm (secretary)

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the community at large, its wish that there
would be an overflowing of God’s
blessings upon their lives. St.
Mark is grounded in a Christcentered doctrine that has as its
central theme, a belief that we
are a haven of hope, help, and
healing for a world hungering for
and thirsting after the enlightened word of God. At St. Mark,
we are Christians willing to work
and partner in unity, praising
God for His awesome gift, His
son Jesus Christ.
Calendar Events for May
May 2 - Monthly Business
Meeting at 7 p.m.
May 11 - Mother’s Day

Pastor’s Corner

May 18 - 1st Annual CYM
Youth Explosion at 4 p.m. Youth
Ministries from the Tampa Bay
Area will perform and showcase
their talents through song, mime
performances and spoken word.
May 26 - Memorial DayChurch Office Closed
May 30 - Business Meeting
at 7 p.m.
Weekly Scheduled Activities
for St. Mark
Sunday School held for both
children and adults of all ages.
Sunday School starts each Sunday morning at 9:30. All are invited to come and join us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members
and the general public are invited
to come out study the Bible with
us, and learn “What Baptist Believe.”
Children and Youth Ministry

Meetings are held every Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in the community are welcomed to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal
on Sundays from 2-4 p.m.
N I. K. E. After School Tutoring (4:30-6 p.m.) on Tuesdays &
Thursdays (closed during holiday seasons and school breaks)
Young Adult Ministry every
Monday from 6:30 p.m. (Bible
Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at
7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Wednesday
at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer
Meeting
and
Bible Study every Wednesday
evening at 7.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study every Wednesday at
7:30 p.m.

ing forward to seeing you. The
Family and Friends Love Fellowship Dinner will be served afterwards
Happy Mother’s Day, Sun.,
May 11: FMBC will be observing
our Annual Mother’s Day Celebration and Recognition at both
worship services, 7:45 a.m. and
10:45 a.m. Please contact Deacon Arthur Reese, President,
Laymen’s Ministry: Church Office-727.906.8300.
Sun., May 18 at 10:45 a.m.:
Single’s Reconnection Sunday “Singled Out By God.” The guest
speaker for this momentous occasion, Reverend Reginald Edwards, Sr.,
Greater Mount
Pleasant Missionary Baptist
Church, Callahan, Florida.
Please make plans to join us as
we support our Single’s Ministry.
Registered donations have

Yahweh Sabbath means …
S=SCRIPTURE (And the word was made flesh and dwelt among us) John1:14
A=ANGELS ( the seven stars are the seven angels of the churches) Rev.1:20
B=BELIEVE (He that believeth on me, believeth not on me, but on him that sent me) John 12:44
B=BIBLE (Basic Instructions Before Leaving Earth)
A=ALL (For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father ) Ephesians 2:18
T=TRUTH (Sanctify them through thy truth thy word is truth) John 17:17
H=HOLY (But ye shall receive power, after the Holy Spirit is come upon you) Acts 1:8
S=SAVIOR (For I am the Lord thy God the Holy one of Israel, thy Savior :) Isaiah 43:3
Scripture background text: Genesis 2:1-3, Exodus 20:1-17, Isaiah 58:13-14, 66: 22-24, Ezekiel
20 , Malachi 3: 6-9, Mark 2:28-29, Hebrews 4:1- (8)-11, Acts 13:38-52, John 1:1-9, Romans 11,
vHebrew 12:14, Matthew 12:39-40, 1st Peter 1: 15-16, John 14: 17, Acts 1:8, 2:34-38, 17: 30
THERE ARE MORE SABBATHS THAN THE WEEKLY SABBATH.

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church

Friendship MBC
Our Mission: Friendship
Missionary Baptist Church is a
family of believers in Christ,
reaching out to the world,
preaching the gospel to the unsaved and teaching the saved to
serve by demonstrating the Love
of Christ - Dr. John A. Evans, Sr.,
Pastor
2014 “Total Surrender, Total
Sacrifice, and Total Stewardship”
– II Corinthians 9:6-8.
MARK YOUR CALENDAR
Wednesday, May 7, at 7 p.m.:
Wednesday Night Living In Victory Everyday (L.I.V.E.). Pastor
Evans has designed L.I.V.E. fellowship for everyone in the community. This fellowship plan
encourages us to develop and
commit a greater understanding
of HIS word, in our lives and to
help us to live in closer oneness
with HIM. FMBC family is look-

THE HOLY SPIRIT HAS GIVEN TO OUR PASTOR BISHOP
WARREN HAWKINS AND THE HOLY SPIRIT WE OBEY (John 16)
The House of Yah New Yisrael Commandment Keeping Church

started until Sun., May 4. For further information please contact
Dr. Sharon Wilson, Director.
Church Office: 727-906-8300.
Have you found the key? If
you’re looking for the key to happiness or heaven, you’ll find it
through Jesus Christ. Dr. John
A. Evans, Sr., Pastor and the
Friendship family welcomes you
to our open doors. Friendships’
Sunday Praise and Worship are
7:45 and 10:45 a.m. Sunday
Church School begins at 9:30.
Come join us each Wednesday for Bible Study at Noon and
7 p.m. Dr. Evans, Sr., Pastor, invites you to come join us and
share in the study of God’s word
Friendship is located at 3300
31st St. S., St. Petersburg. Phone:
727-906-8300.
www.fmbctheship.org
God Bless You – The Ship!

Bethel Metropolitan Missionar y Baptist Church, “God’s
House to the City,” under the
leadership of Dr. Rickey L. Houston extends an invitation to the
community to join us as we declare the living Word of God. Join
us at 9 a.m. for Sunday School
and at 10:15 a.m. worship ser vice. Bible Study and Teen Summit/ Children Rising are held on
Wednesday evening, at 7 p.m.
We are committed to a
Christ-Centered, People Centered and Team-centered Biblebased teaching ministr y; with
priorities focused on Love, Forgiveness, Unity, Peace and
Growth. We celebrate in worship,
we care for one another, we culti-

vate the fullest spiritual life possible both individually and corporately; and we communicate
God’s truth at every opportunity,
Building a Stronger Congregation and Community to the Glory
of God. Living out these principles results in a kaleidoscope of
ministries for all ages and interests. We also encourage the community to make use of our Prayer
Line. (727-321-9645)
Shepherds of Love bereavement Ministry annual workshop
is schedule for Saturday, May 10,
2014 from 8:30 am to 12:00 pm.
Facilitator is 2014 Mortician of
the year Deacon Jerome Smith.
Come and share with this Care
Ministry.

The Elizabeth Howard Scholarship Banquet will be held on
Sat., May 17, 6 p.m. The theme
this year is: “The God in Me Will
Let Me Be All I Can Be” Psalms
139. Tickets are available. Please
call the church office (727-3270554) for ticket information. Patronage of this annual event
assists in providing scholarships
to our graduates..
“Maintaining the Faith to Trust
the Unseen in 2014”
Hebrews 11: 1, 6 II Corinthians
4:1
Telephone: 727-327-0554 Fax:
727-327-0240
Email:bchurch5@tampabay.rr.c
om Website: www.bmmbc.org

Pastor’s Corner
BY PASTOR SHURREA DANIELS

Kingdom Restoration, Inc. Faith Based Outreach Ministry
A Ministry with a Vision

Restoration

First Mt. Zion
The Deaconess and Mothers
Boards of First Mt. Zion MBC, is
sponsoring a Pre-Mother’s Day
Prayer Breakfast on Saturday,
May 10. In addition to a delicious
hot meal, the program will feature presentations from “Women

of The Bible”.
Ladies
from
various
churches will represent, MaryThe Mother of Jesus, Sarah, Hannah and others. Time is 8:00
AM and tickets are $8.00. If you
need more information, you may

call 727-327-2031.
The church is located at 1121
22nd Street South. Sister Mildred Blair is Deaconess President and Reverend Wallace
Elliott, Sr. is pastor.

Real Talk With Kisha Jordan National T.V. Show
Every Monday Night
@ 10:30 P.M.
On Comcast,
all Smart Phones and Roku!
www.youtube.com/KJMMinistries

WRXB Praise 1590 AM Presents:
Real Talk With Kisha Jordan
For more information:
http://kishajordanenterprises.org
www.facebook.com/KishaFanPage
813-380-7771 (TV Show Number)

Radio Show

Call In To The Station:

Every Saturday
1:30 - 2:00 P.M.

(Radio Number)

727-864-1600

“Speak to Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor
of Judah, to Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest,
and to the remnant of the people.” (Haggai 2:2)
In this passage of scripture, Haggai has been
given a word from the Lord to speak to Zerubabel.
Zerubbabel was the governor of Judah 60 years after
the great temple built by Solomon had been destroyed. The temple lay in ruins, and the Lord spoke
to the prophet Haggai, “Is it a time for you yourselves
to be living in your paneled houses, while this house
remains a ruin?” (Hag. 1:4) God was calling for a remnant of His people to come out of their comfort zones
and restore the glory of God’s house.
My dear sister’s and brother’s this cry from the
Lord is among us NOW. We are approaching a critical
time in history where people are impoverished, mental health disease is increasing, mothers and fathers
are killing, instead of training up their children and
jail cells are being enlarged. Haggai 1:6,7 states, “Ye
have sown much, and bring in little; ye eat, but ye
have not enough; ye drink, but ye are not filled with
drink; ye clothe you, but there is none warm; and he
that earns wages, earneth wages only to put it into a
bag with holes. Therefore, saith the Lord of hosts:
Consider your ways.”
My brothers and sisters let’s take a moment and
consider, how we are spending our time. In the days
of Noah, there was much wine and strong drink. Genesis 6:11 says “and the earth was corrupt before God,
and the earth was filled with violence. What can we
do? Together we can pray and bring about effectual
change in our community. It is not enough to be a par-

ticipant of church. We must be the CHURCH that
Christ is returning for, that Bride without spot or
wrinkle. When we set our HEART in order and walk
in obedience, this is what the Lord says, “According
to the word that I covenanted with you when ye came
out of Egypt, so my spirit remains among you: fear ye
not. says the LORD of hosts; Yet once, it is a little
while, and I will shake the heavens, the earth, the sea,
and the dry land; And I will shake all nations, and the
desire of all nations shall come: and I will fill this
house with glory, says the LORD of hosts. The silver
is mine, and the gold is mine, saith the LORD of
hosts. The glory of this latter house shall be greater
than of the former, saith the LORD of hosts: and in
this place will I give peace, saith the LORD of hosts”
Haggai 2:6-9.
I don’t know about you, but I want the peace of
God in all that I do. Aren’t we tired of having holes in
our pocket? Aren’t we tired of being hungry? Aren’t
we tired of not having enough? If so, let’s pray together. 2 Chronicles 7:14 “If my people, who are
called by my name, will humble themselves and pray
and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways,
then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their
sin and will heal their land.” The bible also declares,
“But when you pray, go into your room and shut the
door and pray to your Father who is in secret. And
your Father who sees in secret will reward you. The
eyes of the LORD are on the righteous, and his ears
are attentive to their cry; He fulfills the desires of
those who fear him; he hears their cry and saves
them.” Peace and Blessings
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